
Letter to the Editor February 19, 2017 
 

In an age when information is becoming available faster than we can consume it, we have to 
be especially careful to evaluate what we read with a critical eye. Recently, we read a letter in the 
CDT stating that “No credible social scientist would deny that the best environment for children 
to be raised is a stable, heterosexual marriage.” As a group of Penn State social scientists and 
their university and community colleagues, we felt compelled to inform your readership about 
what science actually says about the matter. 

Over the past four decades, top researchers at major universities have investigated whether 
parents’ sexual orientation matters for children’s development. The evidence is clear: children 
raised by same-sex parents are just as mentally healthy, socially competent, and successful in 
school as children raised by heterosexual partners. What is necessary for healthy outcomes in 
children is having "safe, stable, and nurturing relationships.” Details about the state of the 
science on family structure and child well-being are available at the following website (URL 
shortened for convenience): http://bit.ly/1DU9q2n. 

It is the steady presence of loving parents, regardless of whether they are heterosexual or 
same-sex partners, that really matters for our children’s well-being. And what places children at 
risk for poorer outcomes are stress, economic disadvantage, and discrimination. Therefore, the 
evidence from social science indicates rather convincingly that we should be appealing to our 
legislators to facilitate adoption of children into all loving and stable families, including those of 
same-sex partners, rather than discriminating against them. 
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18. Mary P. Riddle, Ph.D. Lecturer, Department of Psychology; Director, Family Life 

Psychological Services, LLC 
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57. Michele Diaz, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Psychology and Linguistics 



 

58. Zvi shapiro, M.S., Clinical Psychology 
 
59. Lisa Stevenson, Lecturer, Psychology Department 

 
60. Anthony R. D'Augelli, Professor of Human Development, Department of Human 

Development and Family Studies 
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79. Neal A. Hemmelstein, Ph.D., School and Child Psychologist, Child, Adult & Family 
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82. David Almeida, Professor, Human Development and Family Studies 
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90. Michael Hoffman, PhD Candidate, Industrial-Organizational Psychology 
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95. Michelle Wright, Research Associate, Psychology 
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101. Nicholas B. Pearson, PhD., Lecturer, Department of Psychology 
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119. Brianna Middlewood, Social Psychologist 

 
120. Alison Schreiber, B.A., Graduate Student in Clinical Psychology 

 
121. Lia Kathleen Rosenstein, B.A., Graduate Student in Clinical Psychology 

 
122. Anthony J. Nelson, PhD, Lecturer in Psychology 



123. Emma Jane Rose, Ph.D., Associate Director for P-TRAN, Prevention Research Center & 
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124. Natalia Van Doren, Graduate Student, Psychology Department 

 
125. Melissa Hunter, PhD, Licensed Psychologist, Lecturer in Psychology 

 
126. Jason Feldman, B.A., Graduate Student, Child Clinical Psychology 

 
127. Victoria Merritt, Doctoral Candidate, Psychology 

 
128. Martin Sliwinski, Professor, Human Development and Family Studies 

 
129. Nathan T. Hall, Graduate Student, Adult Clinical Psychology 

 
130. Anna Salomaa, Graduate Student, Clinical Psychology 

 
131. Reg Adams, Associate Professor, Department of Psychology 

 
132. Alicia Vallorani, PhD Student, Developmental Psychology and Cognitive & Affective 
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133. Ash Gillis, Graduate Research Fellow, Department of Psychology 

 
134. Louis Castonguay, PhD., Professor, Department of Psychology 

 
135. Douglas M. Teti, Head, Dept. of Human Development and Family Studies, Penn State 

University 
 
136. Gregory M. Fosco, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Human Development and Family 
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139. Erika Lunkenheimer, Associate Professor, Psychology 
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142. Ping Li, Professor, Psychology, Linguistics, and Neuroscience 

 
143. Cynthia Stifter, Professor, Human Development and Family Studies 
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147. Amanda M. Ramos, Graduate Student, Developmental Psychology 

 
148. Katie Lewis, Graduate Student, Social Psychology 
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150. Giorgia Picci, Graduate Student, Psychology Department 

 
151. Elizabeth Seymour, Instructor of Anthropology, Communications, History and Women's, 
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163. Cristina A. F. Roman, M.S., Ph.D. Student, Clinical Psychology 



 

164. Jennifer Crissman Ishler, Senior Lecturer, Human Development & Family Studies 
 
165. Melinda Ashe, Doctoral Student, Clinical Psychology 

 
166. Jessica Kurr, Teaching Fellow, Communication Arts & Sciences 

 
167. Samantha Tornello, Assistant Professor of Psychology 

 
168. Ryan Pilcher, Graduate Student Instructor, Department of French and Francophone 

Studies 
 
169. Michael Pasek, Graduate Fellow, Department of Psychology, Social Area 

 
170. Molly Countermine, Instructor, Human Development and Family Studies 

 
171. Catherine Schaefer, Graduate Student, Developmental Psychology 
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174. Kristen Swigart, M.A., Psychology/Industrial Organizational 
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176. Lee Peterson, Instructor of English and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies, Penn 

State Altoona 
 
177. Steffany Fredman, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Human Development and Family 

Studies and Licensed Clinical Psychologist 
 
178. Brooke Heidenreich Findley, Associate Professor, French and Women's Gender and 

Sexuality Studies 
 
179. Lesley Ross, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Human Development and Family 

Studies 
 
180. David P. Baker, Professor of Sociology, Education and Demography 

 
181. Joyce A. Furfaro, Faculty, Psychology 

 
182. Saskia Boggs, M.S., Psychology/Developmental 

 
183. Einat Brenner, Graduate Student, Clinical Psychology 



184. Erin Guty, Graduate Student, Clinical Psychology 
 
185. Cathie St. Andrews, LCSW, Crisis Coordinator, Counseling and Psychological Services 

 
186. Victoria Stout, Psychiatrist, Counseling and Psychological Services 

 
187. Daryl Cameron, Assistant Professor, Psychology 

 
188. Brendan M. Carr, PhD, Staff Psychologist, Counseling & Psychological Services 

 
189. Ashley Stauffer, Project Manager, Center for Collegiate Mental Health, CAPS 

 
190. Sindes Dawood, Graduate Student, Psychology 

 
191. Dan Weiss, Associate Professor, Dept of Psychology and Program in Linguistics 

 
192. Bettina Welz, MD Medical Director Penn State University Psychological Clinic 

 
193. Caitlin Chun-Kennedy, M.S., Clinical Services Provider, CAPS 

 
194. Tom Spencer, PhD student, Adult Education 

 
195. Jinshil Hyun, Graduate Student, Human Development and Family Studies 

 
196. Borja Gutierrez, Faculty Lecturer in Spanish, Department of Spanish, Italian, and 

Portuguese. 
 
197. Micah Mammen, M.S., Child Clinical Psychology 

 
198. Laura Evans, Instructor, Psychology and Human Development and Family Studies 

 
199. Ann Marie Major, Associate Professor, College of Communications 

 
200. Gail Boldt, Professor, College of Education. 

 
201. Sc'Eric Horner, 1994 alumnus, PSU College of Communications 

 
202. Rukmalie Jayakody, Associate Professor, Department of Human Development and 

Family Studies 
 
203. Carla Fernandez, M.S., Graduate Student, Psychology 

 
204. Valerie Mendez-Gallardo, Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology 

 
205. Jenae Neiderhiser, Distinguished Professor of Psychology and Human Development and 

Family Studies 



 

206. Sonia DeLuca Fernández, Asst. Vice Provost, Educational Equity 
 
207. Ricky Bohn, Academic Adviser, Penn State World Campus 

 
208. Amy Leddy Affiliate Member, Commission on Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, 

and Queer Equity 
 
209. Julie Gallagher Associate Professor of History, Penn State Brandywine 

 
210. Stephanie J. Whitesell - Administrative Support Assistant, College of the Liberal Arts 

Dean's Office and Executive Board Member on the Penn State Commission on LGBTQ 
Equity 

 
211. Laura Spielvogel, Senior Lecturer, Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

 
212. Dr. Julia Hudson-Richards, Asst. Professor of History and Women's, Gender, and 

Sexuality Studies 
 
213. Jordan Barnard, Psy.D., Psychologist, Counseling and Psychological Services 

 
214. Randy Allison, Grants & Contracts Administrator, Outreach 

 
215. Melissa W. Wright, Professor, Department of Geography and Department of Women's, 

Gender, and Sexuality Studies 
 
216. Susan Tighe, Administrative Coordinator/Education Policy Studies, Affiliate Member of 

the CLGBTQE 
 
217. Julia Spicher Kasdorf, Professor English and Women's Gender and Sexuality Studies 

 
218. Margaret L. Signorella, Distinguished Professor of Psychology and Women's., Gender, 

and Sexuality Studies, Penn State Greater Allegheny 
 
219. Andrea Falzone, Psy.D., Licensed Clinical Psychologist, Counseling and Psychological 

Services 
 
220. Megan Mac Gregor, Student Engagement and Outreach Librarian, Penn State Libraries 

 
221. Alicia C. Decker, Department of Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

 
222. Carolyn Sachs, Professor of Rural Sociology and Women's Studies 

 
223. Julie States, Ph.D, Instructor, Human Development and Family Studies 

 
224. Frances Lobo, Graduate Student, Developmental Psychology 



 

225. Kayla Brown, Graduate Student, Developmental Psychology 
 
226. Susanna Hummer, Penn State Counseling and Psychological Services 

 
227. Kelly Lynch, Student/Affiliate Member of the CLGBTQE, Department of Psychology 

 
228. Matthew P. McAllister, Professor and Graduate Programs Chair, Department of Film- 

Video & Media Studies 
 
229. Amy Dupain Vashaw, Director of Audience & Program Development, Center for the 

Performing Arts 
 
230. Raymond E. Petren, Assistant Professor, Human Development and Family Studies 

 
231. Maureen Fielding, Associate Professor of English and Women's Studies 

 
232. Steve Tracey, Executive Director 

 
233. E. Christina Ford, Lecturer, Psychology 

 
234. Evan D. Bradley, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Penn State Brandywine 

 
235. Gabeba Baderoon, Associate Professor, Women's, Gender and Sexuality Studies and 

African Studies, Penn State 
 
236. Sarah Damaske, Assistant Professor of Labor and Employment Relations, Sociology, and 

Women's Studies, School of Labor and Employment Relations 
 
237. Cheryl L. Nicholas, Associate Professor, Communication Arts & Sciences, PSU Berks 

 
238. John Malchow, Penn State Law 

 
239. Elizabeth Mazur, Associate Professor of Psychology, Penn State Greater Allegheny 

 
240. Allison Albinski, Administrative Staff Assistant, Psychology 

 
241. Tracy L. Rutler, Assistant Professor, French and Women's Studies 

 
242. Angela Barber, Staff Assistant, Office for General Education 

 
243. Claire Whiteman, Lecturer, Department of Psychology 

 
244. Theresa K. Vescio, Professor of Psychology and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies 

 
245. Kristen Goessling, Assistant Professor, Human Development and Family Studies 



 

246. Umesh (Umi) Venkatesan, Graduate Student, Department of Psychology 
 
247. Indira Turney, Graduate Research Fellow, Department of Psychology (Cognitive 

Neuroscience) 
 
248. John Huhn III, Graduate Research Fellow, Department of Psychology (Cognitive Area) 

 
249. David J. Wimer, Licensed Counseling Psychologist, Department of Psychology at Penn 

State University 
 
250. Brandon Bray, Graduate Student, Department of Psychology 

 
251. Kaitlin T. McCormick, Graduate Student, Social Psychology and Women's, Gender, and 

Sexuality Studies 
 
252. Ki Eun (Kay) Shin, Graduate Student, Psychology 

 
253. Hilary Galloway-Long, M.S., Child Clinical Psychology 

 
254. Sara Winter, Graduate Student, Cognitive Psychology 

 
255. Daniel Albohn, M.S., Department of Psychology, Social Psychology 

 
256. Maria Truglio, Associate Professor of Italian and Women's, Gender, and Sexuality 

Studies 
 
257. Troy G. Steiner, Graduate Fellow, Social Psychology 

 
258. Kelsey Quigley, M.S., Doctoral Student, Child Clinical Psychology 

 
259. Victoria Gertel, Graduate Student, Cognitive Psychology 

 
260. Amie Skattebo, Lecturer, Psychology Department 

 
261. Robert L. Caserio, Professor of English, Comparative Literature, and Women's, Gender, 

and Sexuality Studies 
 
262. Damian Salonick, Student, College of Information Sciences and Technology 

 
263. Dara E. Purvis, Assistant Professor, Penn State Law 

 
264. Johnathan Smilges, English Department 

 
265. Melissa A. LaBuda, PhD, Instructor HDFS , Worthington Scranton Campus 



266. Jacob Nair, Undergraduate Student, Kinesiology 
 
267. Brent Hurley, M.Ed. 

 
268. Bryon May, Bellefonte, PA 

 
269. Elizabeth Smolcic, Associate Professor, College of Education 

 
270. Ashley Patterson, Assistant Professor, Curriculum and Instruction 

 
271. SeriaShia Chatters, Ph.D. Co-Coordinator of Clinical Mental Health Counseling in 

Schools and Communities, EPSCE, Counselor Education 
 
272. Chang Liu, MS. Department of Psychology 

 
273. Dana L. Stuchul, Associate professor, Dept. of Curriculum & Instruction 

 
274. Daniela Martin, Ph.D., Psychology 
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279. Daniel Hade, Associate Professor, Curriculum and Instruction 
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Special Education 
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288. Brandon Patallo, BA, Child Clinical Psychology Department 
 
289. JoLynn Carney, Associate Professor, Educational Psychology, Counseling, and Special 

Education 
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Professor, Social Work, Juniata College 
 
291. Umme Kulsoom Arif, JD Candidate 
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304. Liza Conyers, Associate Professor, Rehabilitation and Human Services  

 
305. Javier F. Casado Pérez MS NCC (Marriage, Couples, and Family Counselor) PhD Candidate 
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