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Madison Politte-Corn, M.Ed. 

The Pennsylvania State University 

Department of Psychology 

140 Moore Building 

University Park, PA 16802 

map6944@psu.edu 

 

 

 

EDUCATION 

 

2027   The Pennsylvania State University    University Park, PA 

Developmental Psychology and Social-Behavioral Neuroscience, Ph.D. 

Certificate in Clinical and Translational Science 

Mentor: Kristin A. Buss, Ph.D. 

 

2022   Vanderbilt University    Nashville, TN 

Clinical and Developmental Research, M.Ed.  

Overall GPA: 3.93 

Mentor: Autumn Kujawa, Ph.D. 

 

 2020   Cornell College    Mount Vernon, IA 

                         Major: Psychology, B.A. 

                 Minor: Applied Statistics 

   Overall GPA: 3.94; Psychology GPA: 3.97  

Latin Honors: Summa Cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa 

 

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

 

Published: 

 

1. Politte-Corn, M., Pegg, S., Dickey, L., & Kujawa, A. (2024). Neural reactivity to social 

reward moderates the association between social media use and momentary positive 

affect in adolescents. Affective Science. Advance online publication. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s42761-024-00237-1 

 

2. Politte-Corn, M., Dickey, L., Abitante, G., Pegg, S., Bean, C. A. L., & Kujawa, A. 

(2024). Social media use as a predictor of positive and negative affect: An ecological 

momentary assessment study of adolescents with and without clinical depression. 

mailto:map6944@psu.edu
https://doi.org/10.1007/s42761-024-00237-1
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Research on Child and Adolescent Psychopathology, 52, 743-755. 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10802-024-01177-x 

 

3. Abitante, G., Cole, D., Bean, C. A. L., Politte-Corn, M., Liu, Q., Dao, A., Dickey, L., 

Pegg, S., & Kujawa, A. (2024). Temporal dynamics of positive and negative affect in 

adolescents: Associations with depressive disorders and risk. Journal of Mood & Anxiety 

Disorders, 100069. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xjmad.2024.100069 

 

4. Politte-Corn, M., Nick, E., & Kujawa, A. (2023). Age-related differences in social 

media use, online social support, and depressive symptoms in adolescents and emerging 

adults. Child and Adolescent Mental Health. https://doi.org/10.1111/camh.12640 

 

5. Politte-Corn, M., Nick, E., Dickey, L., Pegg, S., Cole, D., & Kujawa, A. (2022). 

#socialdistancing: Social media use and online social support moderate the effect of 

pandemic-related stress on internalizing symptoms in emerging adults. Journal of Social 

and Clinical Psychology, 41, 30-53. https://doi.org/10.1521/jscp.2021.40.6.30 

 

6. Dickey, L., Politte-Corn, M., & Kujawa, A. (2021). Development of emotion processing 

and regulation: Insights from event-related potentials and implications for internalizing 

disorders. International Journal of Psychophysiology, 170, 121-132. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2021.10.003 

 

7. Politte-Corn, M., & Fardouly, J. (2020). #nomakeupselfie: The impact of natural no-

makeup images and positive appearance comments on young women’s body image. Body 

Image, 34, 233-241. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bodyim.2020.07.001 

 

Under review/In preparation: 

 

1. Politte-Corn, M., Brooker, R.J., Goldsmith, H.H., & Buss, K.A. (Invited resubmission to 

Developmental Psychobiology). Emotional reactivity and psychopathology symptoms in 

middle childhood: Integrating cardiovascular and behavioral measures across contexts. 

 

2. Politte-Corn, M., Myruski, S., Cahill, B., Pérez-Edgar, K., & Buss, K. A. (Invited 

resubmission to Developmental Cognitive Neuroscience). Disentangling resting-state 

neural correlates of adolescent behavioral inhibition and social anxiety symptoms.  

 

3. Politte-Corn, M., Myruski, S., & Buss, K.A. (In prep.). Socio-contextual influences on 

the association between adolescent behavioral inhibition and social anxiety symptoms.  

 

FELLOWSHIP  

 

Penn State Clinical and Translational Science Institute  

Translational Research Training Program (TL1) Fellow (August 2023-July 2024) 

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10802-024-01177-x
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.xjmad.2024.100069
https://doi.org/10.1111/camh.12640
https://doi.org/10.1521/jscp.2021.40.6.30
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ijpsycho.2021.10.003
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.bodyim.2020.07.001
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Project title: Identifying biomarkers of social threat sensitivity and unique neurophysiological 

profiles associated with internalizing risk in adolescents. 

Amount awarded: $27,144 + full tuition costs 

• Complete coursework and training in statistics, epidemiology, clinical research methods, 

research ethics, scientific communication, and interdisciplinary team-based research 

while also conducting independent research related to clinical and translational science 

 

Centre for Emotional Health, Macquarie University, Sydney, Australia   

Bryan International Fellow in Adolescent Well-Being (June 2019-August 2019) 

Project title: #nomakeupselfie: The impact of natural no-makeup images and positive appearance 

comments on young women’s body image. 

Amount awarded: $4,100 

• Worked with Dr. Jasmine Fardouly, a postdoctoral researcher under Dr. Ron Rapee, to 

complete an independent research study and assist with data coding for the Risk to 

Adolescent Well-Being study 

 

EXTERNAL FUNDING 

 

June 2019 Mamie Phipps Clark Diversity Undergraduate Research Grant 

#nomakeupselfie: The Impact of Natural No-Makeup Images and Positive 

Appearance Comments on Young Women’s Body Image 

   Role: Student Researcher 

   Total costs: $1,500 

 

INVITED TALKS & SYMPOSIA 

 

Politte-Corn, M., Brooker, R.J., Goldsmith, H.H., & Buss, K.A. (2023, September). Behavioral 

and cardiovascular markers of emotional reactivity in middle childhood. In 

Neuropsychological mechanisms of the lifespan. Symposium conducted at the annual 

meeting of the Society for Psychophysiological Research, New Orleans, LA. 

 

Kujawa, A., Pegg, S., Dickey, L., Politte-Corn, M., Dao, A. (2022, September). The combined 

effects of depressive symptoms and positive affect on neural reward responsiveness in 

adolescence. In A. Kujawa (Chair), Integrating RDoC units of analysis in positive 

valence systems research: Challenges and opportunities. Symposium conducted at the 

Society for Research in Psychopathology annual meeting, Philadelphia, PA. 

 

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS 
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1. Politte-Corn, M., Myruski, S., & Buss, K.A. (2024, October). Neurophysiological 

profiles of attention bias in the presence of threat: Associations with social anxiety and 

depressive symptoms in adolescents. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the 

Society for Psychophysiological Research, Prague, Czech Republic. 

o Student Poster Award winner (top 5%) 

 

2. Sun, J., Politte-Corn, M., & Buss, K. A. (2024, October). Within- and between-person 

associations between RSA and observed anxious behaviors in response to acute stress in 

adolescence. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the International Society for 

Developmental Psychobiology, Chicago, IL, United States. 

 

3. Sun, J., Politte-Corn, M., & Buss, K. A. (2024, October). The autonomic self-regulation 

and coordination dynamics across contexts in early childhood. Poster presented at 

the annual meeting of the Society for Psychophysiological Research, Prague, Czech 

Republic. 

 

4. Politte-Corn, M., Myruski, S., & Buss, K.A. (2024, April). Neurophysiological markers 

of social threat sensitivity and associations with social anxiety and depressive symptoms 

in adolescents. Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Association for Clinical and 

Translational Science, Las Vegas, NV.  

a. Top 25% poster award 

 

5. Hoff, A.G., Politte-Corn, M., Sun, J., Tucker, N.A., Myruski, S., & Buss, K.A. (2024, 

April). An examination of acute social threat reactivity across levels of analysis in 

adolescents. Poster presented at the Society for Research on Adolescence, Chicago, IL.  

 

6. Politte-Corn, M., Brooker, R.J., Goldsmith, H.H., & Buss, K.A. (2023, September). A 

person-centered approach to characterizing autonomic profiles in middle childhood. 

Poster presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Psychophysiological Research, 

New Orleans, LA. 

 

7. Buss, K.A., Myruski, S., Politte-Corn, M., Tucker, N.A. & Trainer, A. (2023, April). 

Which fearful adolescents should we worry about? Emerging evidence for anxiety 

symptom trajectories from the TEENS project. Poster presented at the annual meeting of 

the Society for Research on Adolescence, San Diego, CA. 

 

8. Tucker, N., Politte-Corn, M., Sun, J., Myruski, S. & Buss, K.A. (2023, 

March). Biobehavioral reactivity to social threat: Concordance across measures and 

associations with adolescent social anxiety. Poster presented at the biennial meeting of 

the Society for Research in Child Development, Salt Lake City, UT. 

 

9. Politte-Corn, M., Nick, E., & Kujawa, A. (2023, March). Age-related differences in 

social media use, online social support, and depressive symptoms in adolescents and 

emerging adults. Poster presented at the biennial meeting of the Society for Research in 

Child Development, Salt Lake City, UT. 
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10. Politte-Corn, M., Nick, E., Dickey, L., Pegg, S., Cole, D., & Kujawa, A. (2021, 

September). #socialdistancing: Social media use and online social support moderate the 

effect of pandemic-related stress on internalizing symptoms in emerging adults. Poster 

presented at the annual meeting of the Society for Research in Psychopathology, virtual 

conference. 

 

AWARDS AND DISTINCTIONS 

 

Scholarship to Participate in the NIMH Event-Related Potential (ERP) Boot Camp (2023) 

• 10-day intensive introduction to the event-related potential technique led by Drs. Steven 

Luck and Emily Kappenman 

Penn State Child Study Center Summer Graduate Student Assistantship (2023) 

• $3,000 summer funding 

Graduate Scholar Award (2022-2027) 

• $24,375 annual merit-based stipend and $3,000 annual summer funding 

Strumpf Graduate Enhancement Award (2022) 

• $4,000 summer funding and $1,000 research support 

Excellence in Child Studies Award (2022) 

• Awarded to one graduating member of the Clinical and Developmental Research M.Ed. 

program at Vanderbilt University 

Graduate Scholar Award (2020-2022) 

• Merit-based award covering 35% of tuition at Vanderbilt University 

Graduated with Distinction in the Major Field of Psychology (2020) 

• Distinction awarded to one graduating psychology major at Cornell College 

Summa Cum Laude (2020) 

• Awarded to graduates in the 95th percentile for overall GPA 

Phi Beta Kappa (2020) 

• Awarded to top 10% of graduates of Cornell College 

Dean’s List 

• Highest Honors: 5/8 semesters; High Honors: 1/8 semesters; Honors: 2/8 semesters 

Presidential Scholarship (2016-2020) 

• $24,000 annual merit-based scholarship 

Colleges That Change Lives Scholarship (2016-2020) 

• $1,000 annual merit-based scholarship awarded to two incoming students at selected 

liberal arts colleges 

 

RESEARCH POSITIONS 

 

Emotion Development Lab, Penn State University  

Dr. Kristin Buss, PI 

Research Assistant (August 2022-May 2027)  

Research topic: Temperament, emotional development, psychobiological processes, 
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environmental risk and protective factors 

• Work primarily on the Biobehavioral Trajectories of Social Anxiety from Early 

to Middle Adolescence study, funded by the National Institute of Mental 

Health 
• Lead electroencephalogram (EEG) sessions with adolescent research 

participants utilizing BrainVision Recorder 
• Administer the Anxiety Disorders Interview Schedule (ADIS) to adolescent 

research participants and their mothers 
• Lead respiratory sinus arrhythmia (RSA), cortisol, and pre-ejection period 

(PEP) data collection 
• Oversee EEG data processing using BrainVision Analyzer 
• Conduct independent data analysis and prepare first-author manuscripts 

 

Mood, Emotion, and Development Lab, Vanderbilt University  

Dr. Autumn Kujawa, PI 

Research Practicum (July 2020-August 2022)  

Research topic: Alterations in emotion processing (reward, sensitivity to social feedback) as risk 

factors for the development of internalizing psychopathology 

• Work primarily on the Altered Processing of Social Reward and Threat in the 

Development of Depression study, funded by the Brain and Behavior Research 

Foundation 
• Lead electroencephalography (EEG) sessions with adolescent and preschool 

research participants utilizing BrainVision Recorder 
• Lead ecological momentary assessment (EMA) data cleaning 
• Conduct independent data analysis and prepare first-author manuscripts 
• Assist with meta-analyses and literature reviews 

 
Garber Lab, Vanderbilt University 

Dr. Judy Garber, PI 

Research Assistant (August 2020-August 2022) 

Research topic: Treatment and prevention of depression in adolescents 

• Assist with protocol development for a multi-site prevention study at 

Vanderbilt, UCLA, and Northwestern University  
• Work as primary lead on the Ecological Momentary Assessment (EMA) team, 

administering EMA data collection and overseeing other research assistants 

• Complete consent calls with research participants 

• Assist with literature reviews 
• Create surveys and measures in REDCap 
• Administer and score measures for the Adolescent Theory of Mind Study 

(AToMS) 
• Assist with data entry 

 

AD-HOC JOURNAL REVIEWS 
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Frontiers in Psychology, European Child and Adolescent Psychiatry, BMC Pediatrics, 

Developmental Psychology (mentored review) 

 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE 

 

Teaching Assistant, PSY-PC 2102: Statistical Analysis, Vanderbilt University 

January 2022-May 2022 

 

Teaching Assistant, Programs for Talented Youth, Vanderbilt University 

June 2021-July 2021 

• Mentor high school students throughout the development of an independent research 

proposal in psychological science 

 

Peer Writing Consultant, Cornell College Writing Studio, Mount Vernon, IA 

August 2019-May 2020 

• Work one-on-one with other students from more than ten academic disciplines (art 

history, psychology, chemistry) to help with any stage of the writing process, 

including brainstorming, outlining, organization, grammar, editing and revising 

                                      

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS 

Society for Psychophysiological Research Associate Member (2023-present) 

Society for Research on Child Development Associate Member (2022-present) 

Society for Research on Psychopathology Associate Member (2021-present) 

APA Student Affiliate (March 2018-Present) 

 

SERVICE/COMMUNITY OUTREACH 

 

Graduate Student Liaison to the Director of Graduate Studies in Psychology 

(August 2024-present), The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA. 

 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Assessment and Evaluation Committee Member 

(January 2023-present), The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA. 

 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI) Committee Graduate Student Representative 

(August 2022-May 2024), The Pennsylvania State University, University Park, PA. 
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REFERENCES  

 

Kristin A. Buss, Ph.D.                                        

 Psychology Department Head                                           

 Tracy Winfree and Ted H. McCourtney Professor 

 in Children, Work, and Families 

 Professor of Psychology & Human Development and 

 Family Studies 

 

 

  

 

 

 

The Pennsylvania State University 

140 Moore Building 

University Park, PA, 16802 

kbuss@psu.edu 

(814) 865-9514 

 

 Katie Burkhouse, Ph.D. 

 Associate Professor 

Department of Psychology 

 The Pennsylvania State University 

 140 Moore Building 

 University Park, PA, 16802 

 klb5023@psu.edu 

 (814) 863-4248 

 

 Autumn Kujawa, Ph.D. 

 Associate Professor 

Department of Psychology and Human Development 

 Vanderbilt University 

 230 Appleton PI #5721 

 Nashville, TN 37203 

 Autumn.kujawa@vanderbilt.edu 

 (615) 343-3707 

 

 

 

 


