
Senior Seminars Spring 2018 

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

18065 001-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 9:05AM - 
10:20AM 

Sparks Bldg 
309 

Kristin Buss 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
 
Emotions, Temperament and Developmental Psychopathology (Developmental) 

This seminar will cover the research literature examining developmental pathways towards 
adjustment and maladjustment from infancy to adolescence. We will discuss literature focused 
on emotional reactivity and emotion regulation reflected in temperamental variation as core 
biopsychosocial processes that account for adjustment outcomes." 
 

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17456 002-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 10:35AM - 
11:50AM 

Willard Bldg 
171 

Theresa Vescio 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
Power, Trauma, and Gender (Social) 

Description to come 
 

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17457 003-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 12:05PM - 
1:20PM 

Willard Bldg 
107 

Michael Hallquist 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
 

 

Neuroscience approaches to psychopathology (Neuro/clinical) 

Description: This course will provide a survey of contemporary neuroscience approaches to 
studying psychopathology, including mood, anxiety, and personality disorders. We will also 
consider current theories of why many forms of psychopathology emerge in adolescence. 
Students will become familiar with empirical studies encompassing animal models, 
computational models, and systems and molecular neuroscience. Finally, we will consider the 
importance of cross-talk between psychological theories and neurobiological accounts for 
improving mental health. 

 

 

 

Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17458 004-LEC 
Regular 

MoWeFr 10:10AM - 
11:00AM 

Sparks Bldg 
309 

Keith Nelson 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

       

Art, Language, and Creativity in Children and Adults (Developmental) 
 
Steve Jobs of Apple Computer, among other commentators, has observed that visual arts skills 
will be critical to many of the (rapidly changing) sorts of career challenges that adults will face in 
this, the 21st Century. Other commentators have emphasized that creative, flexible thinking skills 
are critical to both job success and personal satisfaction.  Finally, rich language and 
communication skills also are strong benefits in every area of life. Despite widespread agreement 
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on the importance of all these skills, it is far from clear what the best paths are to developing 
these skills during childhood. This course will approach these issues first through reviewing what 
is already known about facilitating art, language, and creativity in children and adults. The role of 
ontact//awareness of patterns in nature also will receive attention. Then we will concentrate on 
generating ideas about new ways of facilitating these skills. Finally, we will critically sort through 
our new ideas to propose specific teaching and intervention plans that would appear to have high 
probabilities of high impact on art, language, and creativity. 
 
 
 

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17459 005-LEC 
Regular 

Tu 2:30PM - 
5:30PM 

Willard Bldg 171 Jenae Neiderhiser 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
Developmental Behavioral Genetics (Developmental) 

This course will focus on understanding how genetic methods can be applied to the study of 
human development. Genetic designs and methods that can be used to address questions about 
individual differences in human behavior throughout development will be emphasized, including 
twin, sibling and adoption designs and molecular genetics.  

 
 

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17460 007-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 3:05PM - 
4:20PM 

Theatre Bldg 
230 

Janet Swim 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
 

Psychology of Conspiracy theories (Social) 

 How can anyone possibly believe that the earth is flat?  Are flat-eithers simply people with little 
intelligence?  The evidence would suggest otherwise.  In fact, to their credit, people who endorse 
conspiracy theories tend to be relatively high in “openness to experiences”.  There are also a 
many conspiracy theories that vary in their likely validity. While some conspiracies may be 
treated as entertainment, Information about conspiracies, often driven by fake news, is 
influencing on our society by influencing health care decisions, voting, political decision making, 
and vigilante efforts to fight conspiracies.  Further, endorsement of the theories has the potential 
for psychological consequences of developing hatred, distrust, and feelings of helplessness.  The 
purpose of the course is to look at conspiracy theories through the lens of psychological 
research.  The course will examine reasons for endorsement including psychological 
characteristics of conspiracy believers, fundamental ways that people process information that 
leads them to believe these theories, and even the possibility that we are “hard-wired” to 
endorse superstitions will be discussed.  The course will also examine  connections between this 
topic and other areas of research including prejudice and persuasion 
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Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17461 008-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 4:35PM - 
5:50PM 

Willard Bldg 
209 

Ginger Moore 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
Emotions and Psychopathology (Clinical) 

 
This section will provide an in-depth look at emotion as it relates to psychological disorders and 
other problematic behaviors (e.g., violence) and the treatment of psychological disorders.  

   

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17462 009-LEC 
Regular 

Th 2:30PM - 
5:30PM 

Willard Bldg 107 Sandra Azar 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
 
Marriage and Family (Clinical) 

In recent years, psychology has gone beyond studying individuals and begun to look at couples 
and families. This course will extend students' understanding of human behavior beyond that of 
the individual and the parent-child dyad and help them to consider the individual in the context 
of other intimate relationships (e.g., dating, living together, marriage, and the family). It will begin 
by familiarizing students with the major psychological theories of how couples and families 
operate and develop their ability to apply these theories to real life family transactions, using 
material from films and literature. The methods used to study families and their strengths and 
limitations will then be presented. Using the family life cycle as a rough developmental 
framework, changes in couples and families over the lifespan will be reviewed and discussed 
(young adulthood and leaving family of origin, dating and becoming a couple, having children, 
raising young and adolescent children, and launching children and old age). Along the way, 
discussions will focus on non-traditional couples and families (e.g., families who have adopted 
children, divorced families, gay and lesbian couples), as well as issues of race, ethnicity, social 
class, and gender. Finally, students will begin to consider the effects of major stressors on couples 
and family (e.g., migration, chronic physical and mental illness, poverty) and within the couple 
and family disturbances (e.g., dating violence, domestic violence, child abuse, substance abuse). 

    

 
Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17464 011-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 12:05PM - 
1:20PM 

Willard Bldg 
171 

Reginald Adams 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
The Psychology of Humor and Laughter (Social) 

Humor and laughter are vital to human functioning, promoting physical and emotional well-
being, social harmony, learning, and creativity. Humor and laughter can also be used as weapons 
against others, and can transmit and perpetuate stereotypes and prejudice. This course is 
designed to explore these phenomena and to apply insights gained to broader research themes 
such as creativity, social cognition, attribution theory, and emotion theory. 
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Class Section Days & Times Room Instructor Meeting Dates Status 

17465 012-LEC 
Regular 

TuTh 10:35AM - 
11:50AM 

Sparks Bldg 
309 

Samuel Hunter 01/08/2018 - 
04/27/2018  

 

 

 
 

Creativity and Innovation in Organizations (Industrial-Organizational) 

This course will examine the individual, team, organizational, and environmental factors that shape 
novel idea generation and implementation in organizations.  The course will introduce students to a 
number of theoretical frameworks for understanding creativity and innovation, as well as the methods 
and techniques utilized in research of the phenomena.  We will take a process perspective on creative 
performance, considering the various activities that are required for successful innovation.  Students 
engage in a semester long team-based project where they apply what they have learned from course 
material to understanding an invention or product of their choosing.   
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